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My Family’s Heritage 

Poland’s population totals approximately 38 million people. Additionally, there 
are roughly 20 million more people of Polish ancestry living outside Poland,  
making the Polish diaspora (aka Polonia) one of the largest in the world and one 
of the most widely dispersed.  

October is a Polish Heritage Month 

Reasons for the displacement include border shifts, forced expulsions, resettlement by voluntary 

and forced exiles, and political or economic emigration.  Approximately 10 million of the 20  

million Polonia live in the United States. 

For the past 400 years, Polish people have been an integral part of America’s history and culture. 

Millions of our Polish ancestors immigrated to the United States in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries, bringing with them a love for independence, their culture, their new country, and  

values that are shared by Poles and Americans alike.  Continued  

Congratulations to the Polish Center of John Paul II on their 25th Anniversary 

The Polish Center of John Paul II in Clearwater is the nucleus where 

Polish Culture, Customs and Traditions thrive! It represents the 

strength and resilience of the Polish Community in the Tampa Bay 

area.  We thank and express our sincere appreciation to the founders, the current 

board, previous boards and all the members who support the Center with hard 

work, talent and cultivate Polish customs, traditions and culture. 

As our families embrace life in the U.S., many of us are challenged with how to keep the Polish 

culture in our families.  And, we’re often asked “Where do I come from?”   To many that came 

here empty-handed, family records are lost.  Creating a family tree is certainly a way to spark 

interest.    Today, searching for your Polish ancestors and building your family tree can be a 

great adventure as millions of records are being digitized and available on line and we’ve found 

some dating back to 15th century! Continued  



 

You can search and view online millions of index entries (and, in many instances, original record images) from  

archives all over Poland. These often include scanned copies of vital records such as birth, marriage and death  

records. These Polish genealogy websites (most of them free) can save you loads of legwork in locating ancestral 

hometowns and figuring out where to look for records.  Just as important, most are in Polish and English. These 

sites offer links to websites including vital records, archives & libraries, cemeteries, church records, etc.  

The list below by far is not all inclusive, and many of the searches will need to customized to your circumstances.  

Sharing with family members, especially at holiday time, is a wonderful custom to build on the family tradition and 

Polish culture.  

             
 Familysearch.org  www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Poland_Websites 
             Ancestry.com  www.ancestry.com/search/places/europe/poland  
             Myheritage.com www.myheritage.com/research/category-Poland  
 

 

Polish State Archives  www.szukajwarchiwach.pl  or www.szukajwarchiwach.gov.pl  
The National Archives of Poland is a free online repository of digitized vital and civil records from the State Archives 
of Poland. The site is available in Polish and English.   
Geneteka    www.geneteka.genealodzy.pl  
Allows you to select Province and Parish using the dropdown menu, and enter a name in the Person field. You can 
also add a range of years or use the checkboxes to select other options. 
Archiwum Glowne Akt Dawnych(AGAD) www.agad.gov.pl/inwentarze/testy.html  
The Central Archives of Historical Records in Warsaw provides access to online registry books and other digitized 
parish records from the Eastern areas of Poland, now in Ukraine.  
Baza Systemu Indeksacji Archiwalnej (BaSIA)   www.basia.famula.pl The Baza Systemu Indeksacji Archiwalnej 
(BaSIA-Archival Database Indexing System) of the Wielkopolska Genealogical Society contains more than 5 million 
entries from all over Greater Poland. 
Lubelskie Korzenie  www.lubgens.eu 

Find a grave:  www.billiongraves.com  www.nieobecni.com.pl    

Heraldry 
The Minakowski's Great Genealogy Site  www.Wielcy.pl 
Alternatively, you can search online original references such as: Herbarsz Grabowiecki, Herbarz Polski Niesieckiego   

My Family’s Heritage—continued from page 1. 
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How do you define talent?  By the near perfect performance of a pianist? Or by the 

effort that is put forth to achieve that special sound? 

Milosz is a 17-year-old autistic musician who was diagnosed with severe to  

moderate autism when he was two and half years old.  He did not utter a word until 

he was three years old.  Although Milosz continues with his  speech therapy, he  

struggles with his speech and comprehension, which negatively impacts any social  

interactions.  Milosz requires one on one assistance to be able to participate in any 

activity at school and beyond.   

Autism is characterized by challenges with social skills, repetitive behaviors, speech and nonverbal communication.  

According to the Centers for Disease Control, autism affects about 1 in 54 children in the United States today. 

Because of Milosz’s disability, Milosz is often lonely. Fortunately, he thrives on following a routine, and music 

seems to be an organized world for Milosz in which he finds refuge. His adventure with the piano started in the 

fourth grade where he found his passion, the piano and music.  He has been fervently practicing piano and he loves 

to play energetically for about 4 hours each day while also taking piano lessons from Mr. Frederyk Koziak. 

He comprehends a written text at a second grade level. However, he is able to read music, store it, and retrieve up 

to five pages ( his record) of music from MEMORY.   His autistic brain is wired so differently that he cannot choose 

by himself a towel when taking a shower, or he would brush his teeth for hours if he did not have a timer. He 

would not be able to pick a pair of socks by himself without a visual schedule. On the other hand in addition to his 

music, he is an avid bike rider, paddle boarder, kayaker, horseback rider, and skier. And that makes him a  

formidable young man that deserves our support and accolades.   

 Milosz was accepted into PCCA (Pinellas County Center for the Arts) at Gibbs High School - as their first autistic 

piano major student in the program’s 35 years history.  He is in 10th grade. 

 Milosz was chosen to play in All-County Middle School Jazz Band in 2019. He was awarded an Outstanding  

Student Award by PHMS Jazz Band director in 2019. 

 He participated in Florida Bandmasters Association’s Solo Assessments for the last four years and has always 

received Superior ratings.  

 In 2020, he was to participate in the State of Florida FBA Solo Assessment, which, unfortunately, was canceled 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 He was scheduled to play the piano (as a volunteering activity) at local senior living communities in March; 

however, because of the pandemic, he has never started that project.  

Milosz Gasior - Defying Autism with Music 

Milosz likes to share his music 
Let’s show him our support by subscribing and "liking" his music on YOUTUBE.COM (search Milosz Gasior)   
Seeing an increasing number of LIKES makes him very happy.  You can also leave a comment of support! 

His parents moved to the United States in 2001, where Milosz was born.  His father is a software engineer at SCC 

and his mother is an adjunct professor at St. Pete College. He has an older brother.  Two great organizations have 

changed his life in a profound way- Canine Companions for Independence, an organization that gave him his  

service dog, Daria, and BAKAS Equestrian Center where Milosz has been horseback riding for many years. 

AIPC is proud to support Milosz and his talent as our children are our legacy. 



 

Due to the COVID-19 concerns, all events and activities are suspended until further notice. 

In the meantime, we will stay in touch with you via our Newsletter. 

Please stay healthy! We care!  

Your membership dues will count toward 2021 membership 

Please support us by donating and/or becoming a member:   

Family $30 , Individual $20, Student $10, Supporting  $50 (Businesses, corporations, civic organizations)   AIPC/PAE joint $50 

Dear Members and Friends of AIPC, 

COVID-19 has kept us apart for quite a while now.  My greatest regret is that this year, I was not 

able to visit our people in our former “Kresy Wschodnie”*  It is the first time in 18 years that I have 

not travelled there.  It is especially painful since, I am not able to deliver aid to them.  I am very 

grateful for the support from you that I have received in the past.   

I am looking forward to the day when we can meet again at an occasional gathering and, especially, 

when we can reschedule our traditional Polonaise Ball. In the meantime, I wish you the best of all, 

good health and prosperity. This horrible time will pass as everything else does with time, and we 

will live our lives again  - maybe a bit wiser. 

Thank you for being with us through these tough times.  Respectfully, Krystyna Markut   

*Kresy, or “the eastern borderlands” in Polish, refers to parts of present-day Ukraine, Lithuania, and Belarus that once belonged to Poland. 

During World War II, thousands were driven out of their homes in these Polish lands.  

Polish Heritage Month—continued from page 1 

The first Polish American Heritage month event took place in Philadelphia, PA 

in 1981, and became a national celebration of Polish history, culture and 

pride. The idea soon gained national interest, and in 1984 a House Joint  

Resolution 577 was passed, officially naming the month of August as Polish 

American Heritage Month. In 1986, the observation was moved to October, in 

part to honor the arrival of the first Polish settlers in Jamestown, Virginia in 

1608, and also to commemorate the deaths of General Kazimierz Pułaski  

(October 11, 1779) and Tadeusz Kościuszko (October 15, 1817), two  

renowned military leaders who fought for our independence during the 

American Revolution. 

Tatry 

American Institute of Polish Culture, Tampa Bay Board of Directors: George Czkwianianc, Jola Jakubiec, Hanna Kolanko, Krystyna Markut, Mariola 

Nowakowski, Eva Skibicki, Aleksandra Stobnicki, Jola Zasadna  

American Institute of Polish Culture in Tampa Bay, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, non-profit charitable organization. (EIN 59-2181830) Donations are tax-deductible to the 

extent allowable by law. A copy of the annual report and registration filed may be obtained by contacting American Institute of Polish Culture in Tampa Bay, Inc at P.O. 

Box 4512, Clearwater, FL 33758.  Registration with a state agency does not constitute or imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by that state.  Florida:   A copy 

of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the division of consumer services by calling toll-free within the state (800) 435-7352.   

Deductibility: Contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law 

Spread the word!  Success of our efforts depends on you!   

We are dedicated to preserving and promoting the richness of Polish culture including the contributions made by Poles and Americans of 

Polish descent to the advancement of our civilization.    

Help us promote our Polish Culture by sharing our website and newsletters with your family and friends. 

www.aipctampabay.org  

Let us know how you feel.  Send us a note or email us at aipctampabay@gmail.com .  Of course, please become a member and donate.  

http://www.aipctampabay.org


POLISH AMERICAN ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION OF FLORIDA, Inc. 
Polsko-Amerykańskie Stowarzyszenie Inżynierów na Florydzie  

1521 North Saturn Ave., Clearwater, FL 33755     

mailing address:  P.O. Box 4642, Clearwater, FL 33758 

www.PolishAmericanEngingeers.com   email info@polishamericanengineers.com  

Noteworthy! 

 Henryk Władysław Magnuski (1909-1978) was Polish telecommunications engineer who worked 

for Motorola in Chicago. He was a primary contributor in the development of one of the 

first Walkie-Talkie radios, the Motorola SCR-300, and influenced the company's success in the field 

of radio communication. 

 

Jan Jósef Ignacy Lukasiewicz (1822 – 1882) was one of the outstanding pioneers of the oil industry 

in Europe, the inventor of the kerosene lamp, and co-founder of the first petroleum extraction 

company.  

Jacek Trzmiel (128-2012) was a Polish American businessman, best known for founding  

Commodore International which was at the forefront of the personal computer (PC) revolution in 

the 1970s with its inexpensive PCs. In 1980 Commodore PCs were the first to sell more than one 

million units, reaching that milestone a few months before Apple II PCs did. Tramiel later formed 

Atari Corporation after he purchased the remnants of the original Atari, Inc.  

Kazimierz Żegleń (Casimir Zeglen) (1869-1910) was a Polish engineer who invented the first bullet-

proof vest.  A similar vest, made by Polish inventor Jan Szczepanik in 1901, saved the life of  

Alfonso XIII of Spain when he was shot by an attacker. By 1900, US gangsters were wearing silk 

vests to protect themselves. 

Jan Szczepanik (1872 – 1926) was a Polish inventor, with several hundred patents and over 50  
discoveries to his name, many of which are still applied today, especially in the motion picture  
industry, as well as in photography and television. Some of his concepts helped the future  
evolution of TV broadcasting, such as the telectroscope (an apparatus for distant reproduction of 
images and sound using electricity) or the wireless telegraph, which greatly affected the develop-
ment of telecommunications.  

Kazimierz Funk (1884–1967) (Casimir Funk), was a Polish biochemist generally credited with be-

ing among the first to formulate (in 1912) the concept of vitamins, which he called "vital amines" 

or "vitamines". 

Stefan Drzewiecki (1844-1938) was a Polish scientist, journalist, engineer, constructor and  

inventor.  He built the first submarine in the world with electric battery-powered propulsion 

(1884). 

http://www.PolishAmericanEngingeers.com
mailto:info@polishamericanengneers.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telectroscope


Popeye the spinach-chomping sailor was a childhood hero to millions and has made 

a name for himself all around the globe.  The character of Popeye was created by 

Elzie Crisler Segar, an American cartoonist from the Chester, IL.  Many claim the  

fictitious sailor was based on a real-life citiizens of E.C. Segar’s hometown. The man 

in question is believed to have been Frank ‘Rocky’ Fiegel, whose parents came from 

Poland.  Story on www.culture.pl  

Polish School of Maria Skłodowska Curie No. 1 in Clearwater and Tampa, started the 

new school year 2020/2021 on September 12th. Due to the Covid-19, interactive 

classes and educational computer games are conducted remotely via Zoom. In  

addition to teaching children Polish, history and geography , the school offers adult 

classes in Polish as a foreign language as well as a course that prepares children for 

the First Holy Communion.  For more information: contact:  polskaszkolac@aol.com  

Polska Szkoła / Polish School is on-line!   

Palm Harbor University High School 2020/2021 Game Challenge:  Ultimate Goal 

 

The main goal of the Palm Harbor University High School Robotics Club is to 

bring knowledge, understanding, and inspiration to students, our future for 

technological innovation. We teach our students the basics of engineering, 

Java programming, and Computer Aided Design (CAD), and we hope to con-

tinue to do so. Our club is proud to have produced many students that have 

gone on to become engineers in fields from software to mechanical engineer-

ing. We believe that our club has made a positive impact on our community 

and future engineers.   Details:  www.phuhsrobotics.weebly.com 

Polish American Engineers are proud sponsors of the Robotics Club and espe-

cially would like to acknowledge the following students: 

Dominik Kapuscinski, Patryk Kukula, Authur Kumik, Alexander Kwasny, 
Michael Miarecki, Marcin Plaza, Marta Szymanska, Adela Wiercioch 

   

 

Celebrate Solidarity's 40th anniversary 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the inception of Solidarność. A trade union and a 

mass peaceful movement, Solidarity was instrumental in toppling the communist regime in 

Poland, inspiring democratic change throughout Central and Eastern Europe. 
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Zakopane 


